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Introduction 

The	 North-East	 department	 is	 one	 of	 the	 10	 depart-
ments	 of	 Haiti,	 located	 between	 the	 North	 department	 
to	 the	 west,	 the	 Atlantic	 Ocean	 to	 the	 north,	 the	 Do-
minican	 Republic	 to	 the	 east	 and	 the	 Central	 depart-
ment	 to	 the	 south.	 

Before	 looking	 closer	 at	 the	 North-East,	 it	 is	 important	 
to	 look	 at	 Northern	 Haiti	 in	 general.	 The	 term	 North-
ern	 Haiti	 usually	 refers	 to	 what	 is	 today	 both	 the	 
North	 and	 North-East	 departments1 .	 The	 North-East	 is	 
often	 discussed	 in	 parallel	 with	 the	 North	 department	 
which	 is	 understandable	 given	 that	 the	 North-East	 was	 
administratively	 divided	 apart	 from	 the	 North	 rela-
tively	 recently,	 in	 1971.	 The	 North	 department’s	 
capital,	 Cap-Haitien,	 is	 also	 the	 second	 largest	 city	 in	 
Haiti	 and	 a	 hub	 of	 economic	 and	 cultural	 activity	 the	 
importance	 of	 which	 trickles	 over	 to	 the	 North-East.	 
The	 North-East	 thus	 finds	 itself	 often	 paired	 with	 the	 
North.	 Here	 too	 we	 begin	 our	 look	 of	 the	 North-East	 
within	 the	 larger	 context	 of	 Northern	 Haiti.

In	 the	 last	 decade,	 Northern	 Haiti	 has	 gained	 signifi-
cant	 economic	 momentum.	 The	 foundations	 for	 growth	 
including	 physical	 infrastructure,	 communication	 and	 
safety	 are	 improving.	 Northern	 Haiti	 was	 also	 spared	 
the	 direct	 damage	 of	 the	 devastating	 2010	 earthquake.

Some	 of	 the	 progress	 is	 nation-wide;	 for	 instance	 in	 
telecommunications	 where	 mobile	 use	 is	 now	 wide-
spread	 and	 Internet	 availability	 continuously	 improv-
ing.

Other	 advances	 are	 regional,	 such	 as	 the	 national	 
highway	 #62 	 (a	 2008	 European-Union	 funded	 project)	 
that	 now	 efficiently	 connects	 Cap-Haitien	 to	 Oua-
naminthe	 and	 the	 municipalities	 and	 districts	 of	 Trou-
du-Nord,	 Caracol	 and	 Fort-Liberté.	 The	 availability	 of	 
electricity	 in	 certain	 districts	 of	 the	 North-East	 has	 
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improved	 drastically,	 largely	 due	 to	 the	 Caracol	 Indus-
trial	 Park	 (CIP).

There	 are	 several	 large-scale	 investment	 projects	 of	 
note	 such	 as	 the	 1,000	 hectare	 banana-plantain	 planta-
tion	 known	 as	 Agritrans,	 and	 the	 USAID	 funded	 Feed	 
the	 Future	 program	 investing	 approximately	 $88	 mil-
lion	 USD	 in	 the	 modernisation	 of	 agriculture	 in	 the	 
region.

One	 of	 Haiti’s	 main	 exports	 at	 this	 time	 is	 apparel	 
and	 the	 textile	 industry	 is	 certainly	 visible	 in	 the	 
North-East.	 The	 Caracol	 Industrial	 Park	 now	 joins	 the	 
CODEVI	 park,	 together	 maximising	 on	 the	 trade	 pref-
erences	 extended	 to	 Haitian	 manufactured	 apparel	 and	 
the	 abundance	 of	 casual	 and	 cheap	 labour	 in	 the	 re-
gion.	 The	 two	 industrial	 parks	 currently	 employ	 about	 
13,000	 local	 workers	 in	 textile	 and	 garment	 production.	 

Meanwhile,	 next	 door	 in	 the	 North	 department,	 the	 
Cap-Haitien	 airport	 has	 recently	 been	 adapted	 and	 ex-
panded	 to	 accommodate	 international	 flights,	 providing	 
Haiti	 with	 a	 second	 international	 airport	 after	 Port-au-
Prince.	 Also,	 in	 2012,	 a	 $30	 million	 USD	 project	 fi-
nanced	 by	 the	 Dominican	 Republic,	 instigated	 what	 is	 
considered	 to	 be	 the	 most	 modern	 university	 of	 Haiti,	 
the	 campus	 of	 the	 Roi	 Henri	 Christophe	 University	 in	 
Limonade.

All	 of	 these	 factors,	 both	 structural	 and	 in	 terms	 of	 the	 
scale,	 importance	 and	 diversity	 of	 the	 ongoing	 projects,	 
have	 greatly	 affected	 development	 in	 Northern	 Haiti	 
(and	 so	 too	 in	 the	 North-East).	 An	 important	 flow	 of	 
activity	 and	 investment	 now	 runs	 through	 Northern	 
Haiti;	 this	 crucial	 artery	 connecting	 Cap-Haitien	 to	 
Ouanaminthe	 is	 known	 as	 the	 North	 Corridor.	 A	 large	 
part	 of	 the	 North	 corridor	 is	 in	 the	 North-East.

Nevertheless,	 it	 is	 easy	 to	 overlook	 the	 North-East	 as	 
the	 go-through	 department;	 one	 can	 easily	 move	 from	 
busy	 Cap-Haitien	 to	 the	 Dominican	 border	 and	 pay	 
little	 attention	 to	 what	 lies	 inbetween.	 
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While	 the	 North-East	 certainly	 draws	 momentum	 from	 
its	 neighbours,	 it	 is	 still	 distincly	 its	 own	 department	 
and	 there	 is	 a	 unique	 context	 to	 be	 discovered	 here.	 
With	 this	 in	 mind,	 this	 short	 book	 dedicated	 specifi-
cally	 to	 the	 North-East	 has	 come	 to	 light.
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Maps
Haiti:	 an	 administrative	 map3	 

The North-East department
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Demographics

The	 population	 of	 the	 North-East	 department	 is	 esti-
mated	 at	 over	 370,000	 inhabitants	 of	 which	 about	 60%	 
live	 in	 rural	 areas.	 Extended	 over	 an	 area	 of	 1,622	 sq.	 
km.,	 the	 North-East	 represents	 about	 5%	 of	 Haiti’s	 
total	 area4.

The	 North-East	 is	 divided	 into	 four	 districts	 (French:	 
“arrondissements”)	 and	 13	 municipalities	 (French:	 
“communes”).	 An	 “arrondissement”	 (here,	 we	 will	 
use	 the	 English	 term	 district)	 is	 an	 administrative	 di-
vision	 used	 in	 certain	 Francophone	 countries.	 Here	 it	 
denotes	 an	 administrative	 subdivision	 of	 a	 larger	 terri-
torial	 entity,	 the	 department.	 A	 “commune”	 (here,	 
we	 will	 use	 the	 English	 term	 municipality)	 is	 a	 territo-
rial	 division	 that	 corresponds	 to	 a	 town,	 a	 village,	 
group	 of	 villages	 or	 a	 village	 with	 its	 hamlets.	 In	 most	 
cases,	 the	 “commune”	 is	 the	 smallest	 administrative	 
subdivision.	 It	 is	 led	 by	 a	 mayor	 or	 mayors.	 

Today,	 Haiti	 is	 divided	 into	 10	 departments,	 42	 dis-
tricts	 and	 144	 municipalities.

The	 three	 main	 cities	 in	 the	 North-East	 department	 are	 
Ouanaminthe	 (largest	 city	 with	 the	 most	 developed	 
commercial	 and	 tourism	 activities),	 Fort-Liberté	 (capi-
tal	 of	 the	 department,	 remaining	 more	 modest	 than	 
Ouanaminthe)	 and	 Trou-du-Nord.	 The	 remaining	 dis-
tricts	 and	 municipalities	 are	 primarily	 rural	 and	 lo-
cated	 inland,	 in	 the	 mountains.

Here	 the	 names	 (both	 in	 French	 and	 Creole)	 of	 four	 
districts	 and	 13	 municipalities	 as	 well	 as	 population	 
size	 (2012	 data)	 are	 provided5.	 

Fort-Liberté	 district	 (comprising	 three	 municipali-
ties)
1. Fort-Liberté	 /	 Fòlibète	 -	 population:	 32,861
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2. Perches	 /	 Pèch	 -	 population:	 11,028
3. Ferrier	 /	 Ferye	 -	 population:	 13,973

Total	 Fort-Liberté	 district	 population:	 57,862

Ouanaminthe	 district	 (comprising	 three	 municipali-
ties)
1. Ouanaminthe	 /	 Wanament	 -	 population:	 101,280
2. Capotille	 /	 Kapotiy	 -	 population:	 18,496
3. Mont-Organisé	 / Montòganize	 -	 population:	 

20,015
Total	 population	 for	 Ouanaminthe	 district:	 139,791

Trou-du-Nord	 district	 (comprising	 four	 municipali-
ties)
1. 	 Trou-du-Nord	 /	 Twou	 dinò	 -	 population:	 46,695

2. Caracol	 /	 Karakòl	 -	 population:	 7,362

3. Sainte-Suzanne	 /	 Sent	 Sizàn	 -	 population:	 26,750

4. Terrier-Rouge	 /	 Tèrye	 Wouj	 -	 population:	 28,938
Total	 Trou-du-Nord	 district	 population:	 109,745

Vallières	 district	 (comprising	 three	 municipalities)6

1. Vallières	 /	 Valyè	 -	 population:	 +21,000
2. Carice	 /	 Karis	 -	 population:	 +12,000
3. Mombin-Crochu	 /	 Monben	 Kwochi	 -	 population:	 

+31,000
Total	 estimated	 Vallières	 district	 population:	 64,000
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The economic landscape 

The	 North-East	 enjoys	 agricultural,	 mining	 and	 fishing	 
resources	 as	 well	 as	 an	 abundant,	 casual	 labour	 force.	 
The	 three,	 key	 regional	 economic	 drivers	 are	 the	 agri-
cultural	 sector,	 the	 textile	 industry	 and	 border	 market	 
trade	 between	 Haiti	 and	 the	 Dominican	 Republic.	 

Agriculture and natural resources

As	 mentioned,	 about	 60	 percent	 of	 the	 population	 in	 
the	 North-East	 live	 in	 rural	 regions	 and	 farm	 for	 a	 liv-
ing.	 The	 wide	 plains	 of	 the	 North-East	 which,	 during	 
the	 second	 half	 of	 the	 20th	 century	 were	 mostly	 
known	 for	 sisal	 plantations7 ,	 are	 now	 mostly	 state	 
owned	 and	 largely	 deserted.	 Instead,	 near	 the	 coast	 
and	 in	 the	 mountains,	 agriculture	 is	 dominated	 by	 
small	 peasant	 farms.	 On	 these	 farms,	 coffee	 and	 sugar	 
cane	 are	 dominant	 crops	 grown	 in	 association	 with	 
cassava,	 potato,	 peas,	 beans,	 bananas,	 yams	 and	 corn.	 
Small	 scale	 livestock	 rearing	 (pigs,	 chickens,	 turkeys,	 
cattle	 and	 goats)	 is	 practiced	 by	 most	 farmers.	 Apicul-
ture	 is	 also	 present,	 especially	 within	 the	 district	 of	 
Ouanaminthe.	 The	 coffee	 and	 cacao	 sectors	 have	 
grown	 in	 recent	 years	 with	 more	 opportunities	 for	 bet-
ter	 earnings	 for	 small	 farmers	 through	 cooperatives	 
and	 the	 Fairtrade	 market8.

There	 are	 currently	 two	 large	 agricultural	 projects	 of	 
note	 in	 the	 North-East.	 The	 first	 is	 a	 large-scale	 pri-
vate	 enterprise	 and	 the	 first	 “Agricultural	 Free	 
Zone”	 in	 Haiti	 known	 as	 the	 AgriTrans	 banana-
plantain	 project	 valued	 at	 an	 initial	 investment	 of	 
$10.2	 million	 up	 to	 a	 total	 of	 $27	 million	 USD	 in	 later	 
stages	 of	 the	 project9 .	 The	 second	 is	 the	 USAID-FTFN	 
(United	 States	 Agency	 for	 International	 Development	 -	 
Feed	 the	 Future	 North),	 an	 extensive	 agricultural	 de-
velopment	 project	 (a	 five-year,	 $88	 million	 USD	 project	 
started	 in	 2013),	 that	 focuses	 on	 working	 directly	 with	 
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small-scale	 farmers	 to	 improve	 efficiency	 and	 output	 in	 
5	 main	 crops:	 corn,	 beans,	 rice,	 plantains	 and	 cocoa.	 
USAID-FTFN	 is	 present	 both	 in	 the	 North	 and	 North-
East	 departments	 while	 in	 the	 North-East	 the	 focus	 is	 
in	 the	 Trou-du-Nord	 district.	 

Agritrans	 S.A.	 10	 or	 simply	 Agritrans,	 is	 a	 Haitian	 firm	 
registered	 in	 Trou-du-Nord	 and	 the	 first	 “Zone	 
Franche	 Agricole”	 (English:	 “Agricultural	 Free	 
Zone”)	 in	 Haiti	 -	 a	 special	 agreement	 concluded	 be-
tween	 the	 Haitian	 state	 and	 the	 Nourribio	 project	 cre-
ated	 by	 Agritrans	 in	 which	 1,000	 hectares	 of	 land	 are	 
to	 be	 transformed	 to	 organic	 plantain	 and	 banana	 pro-
duction.	 Part	 of	 the	 agreement	 is	 that	 70%	 of	 produc-
tion	 is,	 under	 obligation,	 destined	 for	 export	 while	 the	 
project	 enjoys	 certain	 fiscal	 and	 customs	 benefits	 spe-
cific	 to	 Free	 Zones.	 These	 include	 15	 years	 of	 tax	 ex-
emption	 on	 income	 and	 exemption	 from	 customs	 duty	 
on	 the	 purchase	 of	 equipment	 materials,	 among	 others.

During	 more	 than	 ten	 years,	 Jovenel	 Moïse	 (who	 has	 
since	 stepped	 down	 as	 president	 of	 Agritrans	 in	 light	 
of	 his	 political	 campaign	 for	 president	 of	 Haiti),	 con-
cluded	 an	 arrangement	 with	 the	 Haitians	 farming	 their	 
individual,	 small	 plots	 to	 bring	 them	 together	 in	 one	 
cooperative	 that,	 by	 agreeing	 to	 be	 part	 of	 the	 Agri-
trans“banana	 project”would	 benefit	 from	 20%	 of	 
the	 revenues	 earned11.	 

In	 the	 non-profit	 sector,	 the	 USAID-FTFN	 project	 (also	 
known	 by	 its	 French	 name	 USAID-AVANSE12)	 aims	 to	 
increase	 agricultural	 incomes	 for	 at	 least	 40,000	 rural	 
households	 in	 Northern	 Haiti.	 Developed	 in	 cooperation	 
with	 the	 Government	 of	 Haiti,	 the	 objective	 of	 the	 pro-
gram	 is	 to	 expand	 financial	 services	 to	 local	 agribusi-
nesses,	 stabilise	 watersheds	 that	 support	 farmland,	 
strengthen	 agricultural	 markets	 and	 the	 capacity	 of	 
local	 organisations13 .	 The	 FTFN	 project	 comes	 on	 the	 
heels	 of	 the	 Feed	 the	 Future	 West	 (FTFW)	 project	 that	 
has	 reached	 about	 30,000	 farmers	 to	 date	 in	 the	 Cul-de-
Sac	 and	 St.	 Marc	 corridors	 outside	 of	 Port-au-Prince.
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As	 a	 final	 note,	 Northern	 Haiti	 reportedly	 has	 signifi-
cant	 mineral	 resources	 -	 containing	 important	 reserves	 
of	 copper,	 silver,	 gold	 and	 other	 minerals14 .	 These	 re-
main	 largely	 untapped.

Trade with the Dominican Republic 

The	 two	 countries	 sharing	 the	 island	 of	 Hispaniola	 
have	 a	 complicated	 history.	 The	 recent	 threats	 to	 de-
port	 (and	 actual	 deportation)	 of	 Haitians	 and	 of	 Do-
minicans	 of	 Haitian	 descent	 out	 of	 the	 Dominican	 Re-
public	 as	 undocumented	 immigrants	 has	 led	 to	 signifi-
cant	 tension	 between	 the	 island	 neighbours.	 It	 is	 an	 
issue	 that	 touches	 both	 on	 human	 rights	 violations	 as	 
well	 as	 on	 the	 economic	 trade	 between	 the	 two	 na-
tions15 .	 In	 late	 2015	 the	 Haitian	 government	 enforced	 
periodic	 moments	 of	 banning	 imports	 of	 Dominican	 
products	 into	 Haiti.

The	 Dominican	 economy,	 in	 terms	 of	 annual	 GDP,	 is	 
roughly	 six	 to	 eight	 times	 greater	 than	 that	 of	 Haiti	 
with	 a	 more	 developed	 and	 diversified	 service	 sector	 
especially	 in	 terms	 of	 the	 telecommunications	 and	 tour-
ism	 industries16 .	 Yearly	 trade	 between	 the	 two	 nations	 
is	 estimated	 at	 $470	 million	 USD	 with	 the	 balance	 
heavily	 in	 favour	 of	 Dominican	 exports	 going	 into	 Hai-
ti17 .	 The	 Dominican	 exports	 all	 manner	 of	 consumer	 
goods	 and	 foods	 as	 well	 as	 cement	 and	 construction	 
materials.	 Estimates	 vary,	 some	 saying	 that	 exports	 to	 
Haiti	 account	 for	 17%	 of	 the	 Dominican’s	 total	 
yearly	 exports	 with	 certain	 brands	 and	 products	 
manufactured	 exclusively	 for	 the	 Haitian	 market.	 Do-
minicans	 buy	 from	 Haitian	 merchants	 also,	 primarily	 
in	 agricultural	 products.	 Haitian,	 casual	 workers	 con-
stitute	 a	 large	 portion	 of	 the	 cheap	 labour	 force	 in	 the	 
Dominican.

The	 binational	 or	 border	 market	 in	 Ouanaminthe-
Dajabón	 is	 one	 of	 two	 main	 overland	 international	 
borders,	 and	 the	 main	 one	 in	 the	 Northern	 Haiti.	 A	 
large	 part	 of	 business	 and	 development	 in	 the	 Ou-
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naminthe	 district	 is	 focused	 on	 trade	 and	 importing	 
Dominican	 and	 other,	 foreign	 products.	 

One	 of	 the	 clear	 opportunities	 for	 growth	 and	 devel-
opment	 in	 the	 North-East	 (as	 well	 as	 in	 many	 parts	 of	 
Haiti)	 is	 to	 emphasise	 manufacturing	 in-house	 of	 the	 
consumer	 goods	 that	 are	 massively	 imported	 into	 the	 
country18.	 

Industrial parks

Two	 of	 the	 largest	 industrial	 parks	 in	 Haiti	 are	 located	 
in	 the	 North-East:	 the	 recent	 Caracol	 Industrial	 Park	 
(CIP),	 a	 $300	 million	 USD	 project	 inaugurated	 and	 
opened	 for	 business	 in	 late	 2013,	 and	 the	 older	 CO-
DEVI	 (Compagnie	 de	 Développement	 Industriel;	 Eng-
l i s h :	 C o m p a n y	 o f	 I n d u s t r i a l	 D e v e l o p m e n t )	 a	 
Dominican-owned	 industrial	 park	 located	 on	 the	 border	 
in	 Ouanaminthe	 and	 Dajabon.	 These	 industrial	 parks	 
are	 focused	 primarily	 on	 garment	 manufacturing	 as	 
per	 the	 HOPE	 II	 (“Haitian	 Hemispheric	 Opportunity	 
for	 Partnership	 Encouragement	 Act”)	 agreement	 of	 
2008	 that	 grants	 Haiti-based	 clothing	 manufacturers	 
duty-free	 access	 to	 the	 US	 market.	 HOPE	 II	 is	 an	 
amendment	 of	 the	 2006,	 United	 States	 Congress	 en-
acted	 HOPE	 agreement	 which	 authorised	 the	 extension	 
of	 additional	 trade	 preferences	 to	 Haitian	 manufactured	 
apparel19 .	 Haiti	 focuses	 on	 high	 volume,	 low-margin	 
apparel	 almost	 exclusively	 produced	 for	 the	 US	 mass	 
market	 leveraging	 its	 proximity	 to	 the	 United	 States	 in	 
light	 of	 rising	 prices	 for	 garment	 production	 in	 Asia20.	 

In	 general,	 the	 Haitian	 garment	 industry,	 while	 bring-
ing	 many	 economic	 benefits	 to	 the	 country,	 has	 been	 
criticised	 for	 its	 lack	 of	 regulations21 	 and	 organisation	 
around	 labour	 unions	 and	 collective	 bargaining	 
rights22.

The	 Caracol	 Industrial	 Park	 (CIP)	 lying	 near	 the	 town	 
of	 Caracol,	 is	 not	 only	 the	 largest	 industrial	 park	 in	 
Haiti;	 at	 246	 hectares,	 it	 is	 one	 of	 the	 largest	 and	 most	 
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modern	 facilities	 of	 its	 kind	 in	 the	 Caribbean23 .	 The	 
CIP	 is	 a	 private-public	 collaboration	 between	 the	 Hai-
tian	 government,	 the	 American	 Inter-developmental	 
bank	 and	 the	 Clinton	 Foundation.	 It	 is	 owned	 by	 the	 
Government	 of	 Haiti	 while	 it	 is	 managed	 by	 the	 Na-
tional	 Society	 of	 Industrial	 Parks	 (SONAPI)	 under	 
Haiti’s	 Ministry	 of	 Commerce	 and	 Industry.	 

CIP	 much	 like	 CODEVI	 is	 involved	 primarily	 in	 gar-
ment	 manufacturing	 for	 the	 US	 market.	 At	 last	 num-
bers,	 the	 park	 is	 said	 to	 employ	 6,200	 people,	 about	 
10%	 of	 the	 earlier	 forecasts	 promising	 the	 creation	 of	 
60,000	 new	 jobs.	 The	 anchor	 tenant	 remains	 the	 main	 
employer,	 Korean	 garment	 manufacturer	 Sae-A,	 who	 is	 
also	 involved	 in	 community	 service	 projects	 in	 the	 
area.	 Speculations	 abound	 as	 to	 whether	 or	 not	 the	 
industrial	 park	 will	 prove	 to	 be	 as	 strong	 an	 economic	 
driver	 for	 the	 region	 as	 was	 initially	 hoped	 for24.	 

The	 CIP	 is	 also	 relevant	 to	 the	 region	 in	 that	 it	 pro-
vides	 electricity	 and	 an	 electrical	 distribution	 system	 
not	 only	 to	 the	 park’s	 activities	 but	 also	 to	 several	 
surrounding	 districts.	 In	 2013,	 NRECA	 International	 
was	 selected	 by	 the	 USAID	 to	 implement	 the	 Pilot	 Pro-
ject	 for	 Sustainable	 Electricity	 Distribution	 (PPSELD),	 
a	 contract	 valued	 at	 $24	 million	 USD.	 The	 distribution	 
of	 electric	 service	 has	 since	 been	 extended	 to	 four	 ad-
ditional	 municipalities	 beyond	 Caracol:	 Terrier	 Rouge,	 
Limonade,	 Trou-du-Nord,	 and	 Saint	 Suzanne25 .	 These	 
districts,	 which	 had	 sporadic	 access	 to	 electricity	 prior	 
to	 2013,	 now	 enjoy	 reliable	 and	 consistent	 power26.
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CODEVI	 Industrial	 Park	 lying	 on	 the	 Haitian-Dominican	 border;	 photo	 
source27

The	 CODEVI	 industrial	 park	 lies	 within	 the	 cities	 of	 
Ouanaminthe	 and	 Dajabón.	 It	 is,	 at	 this	 time,	 the	 sin-
gle	 largest	 employer	 in	 the	 North-East	 with	 about	 
7,400	 employees28 .	 CODEVI	 produces	 apparel	 for	 over	 
50	 recognised	 brands	 such	 as	 Fruit	 of	 the	 Loom,	 Tim-
berland	 and	 Levis.	 Employees	 working	 in	 textile	 pro-
duction	 are	 primarily	 Haitian	 while	 products	 are	 
shipped	 out	 of	 the	 Dominican	 Republic29.
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Tourism

Haiti’s	 warm,	 Caribbean	 weather	 and	 unique	 culture	 
mean	 that	 tourism	 is	 a	 natural	 go-to	 for	 economic	 de-
velopment.	 What’s	 more,	 Northern	 Haiti	 is	 showing	 
up	 more	 frequently	 now	 in	 the	 Haitian	 government’s	 
tourism	 plans30

The	 North-East	 has	 little,	 recognisable	 tourism	 infra-
structure.	 There	 are	 several	 hotels	 and	 restaurants	 in	 
Ouanaminthe	 and	 Fort-Liberté	 serving	 primarily	 Hai-
tian	 and	 foreign	 professionals	 and	 other	 work	 and	 vol-
unteer	 groups.	 Foreign	 tourists	 are	 rare	 while	 in	 the	 
summertime	 there	 is	 a	 large	 influx	 of	 travellers	 to	 the	 
North-East	 for	 the	 annual	 “Fêtes	 Champêtres”31 ;	 
however,	 these	 travellers	 are	 primarily	 Haitian	 dias-
pora	 and	 generally	 enjoy	 previous	 ties	 to	 the	 region.	 

For	 those	 who	 know	 them,	 hiking	 and	 walking	 trails	 
abound.	 Historical	 places	 of	 interest	 like	 Fort	 Saint-
Joseph	 in	 Fort-Liberté	 and	 the	 Gorge	 de	 Foulon	 in	 
Sainte-Suzanne	 can	 be	 visited	 freely.	 These	 places	 re-
main	 unmarked	 and	 unprotected,	 and	 qualified	 guides	 
are	 hard	 to	 find.	 Luckily,	 Haitians	 are	 generally	 very	 
welcoming	 towards	 foreigners	 and	 are	 happy	 to	 show	 
visitors	 the	 way.	 

Also,	 the	 North-East	 is	 now	 home	 to	 Haiti’s	 second	 
marine	 protected	 area,	 known	 as	 the	 Three	 Bays	 Pro-
tected	 Area.	 There	 are	 mangroves	 as	 well	 as	 rare	 bird	 
and	 turtle	 species	 to	 be	 found	 there.

Proximity	 to	 the	 Dominican	 Republic	 also	 offers	 a	 rela-
tive	 advantage	 for	 travel	 to	 and	 within	 the	 North-East.	 
In	 addition	 to	 the	 international	 airport	 in	 Cap-Haitien,	 
the	 North-East	 enjoys	 proximity	 to	 Dominican	 interna-
tional	 airports,	 the	 closest	 located	 in	 Puerto	 Plata	 and	 
Santiago,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 regular	 international	 bus	 route	 
now	 run	 by	 Caribe	 Tours	 which	 connects	 Santiago	 to	 
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Cap-Haitien.	 Locals	 are	 likely	 to	 speak	 not	 only	 Creole	 
and	 French	 but	 some	 Spanish	 too.

Three Bays Protected Area

In	 late	 2013	 the	 Haitian	 government	 announced	 the	 
creation	 of	 Haiti’s	 second	 marine	 protected	 area	 
(MPA)	 called	 “Parc	 des	 Trois	 Baies	 et	 des	 Lagons	 
aux	 Boeufs”	 (The	 Three	 Bays	 and	 Lagons	 aux	 
Boeufs	 Park)	 which	 includes	 the	 bays	 of	 Limonade,	 
Caracol	 and	 Fort-Liberté	 as	 well	 as	 the	 Lagon	 aux	 
Boeufs32 .	 The	 area	 is	 nearly	 90,000	 hectares	 (900	 sq.	 
kms.)	 large	 and	 will	 help	 to	 protect	 the	 endangered	 
mangroves,	 reefs	 and	 other	 marine	 life	 present	 in	 the	 
Bay.	 The	 Bay	 is	 also	 home	 to	 several	 endangered	 spe-
cies	 including	 sea	 turtles,	 manatees	 and	 migratory	 
birds.

The	 Bay’s	 shallow,	 calm	 waters	 and	 unique	 fauna	 
and	 flora	 present	 various	 possibilities	 for	 tourism	 de-
velopment.	 

FoProBiM	 (“Fondation	 pour	 la	 Protection	 de	 la	 Bio-
diversité	 Marine”,	 English:	 “Foundation	 for	 the	 Pro-
tection	 of	 Marine	 Biodiversity”)	 undertook	 the	 outlin-
ing	 of	 the	 original	 park	 boundaries	 in	 200033 ,	 followed	 
by	 two	 ecosystem	 valuation	 exercises	 as	 well	 as	 re-
search	 on	 the	 local	 turtles	 and	 manatees.	 FoProBim	 
has	 also	 completed	 the	 area’s	 first	 rapid	 coastal,	 ma-
rine	 and	 riverine	 bio-inventory34.	 

Hiking

For	 many	 Haitians,	 hiking	 or	 trekking	 through	 the	 
mountains	 is	 not	 a	 recreational	 activity,	 it	 is	 a	 way	 of	 
life.	 In	 the	 North-East,	 municipalities	 may	 count	 20,000	 
inhabitants,	 or	 more,	 while	 homes	 are	 often	 spread	 out	 
far	 from	 the	 village	 centre	 in	 the	 surrounding	 moun-
tains.	 Haitians	 make	 their	 way	 to	 village	 centres	 regu-
larly	 to	 buy	 or	 sell	 goods	 and	 do	 so	 via	 an	 elaborate	 
network	 of	 unmarked	 paths	 through	 the	 mountains.	 
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Some	 of	 these	 lead	 to	 interesting	 and	 scenic	 hikes	 and/
or	 to	 places	 of	 spiritual	 or	 religious	 importance35.

Hiking	 in	 the	 hills	 of	 the	 North-East;	 Photo	 credit:	 Author

Moments in Haitian history

There	 are	 three	 examples	 of	 historic	 points	 of	 interest	 
in	 the	 North-East	 that	 date	 back	 to	 different	 chapters	 
of	 Haitian	 history:	 pre-colonial	 times	 and	 unique	 re-
mains	 of	 the	 Taíno	 aboriginal	 people,	 colonial	 times	 
marked	 with	 territorial	 disputes	 between	 the	 Spanish	 
and	 French	 settlers,	 and	 that	 of	 independent	 Haiti	 in	 
the	 20th	 century	 fending	 off	 United	 States	 occupation.

Gorge de Foulon in Sainte-Suzanne

Lying	 several	 kilometers	 outside	 of	 the	 mountain	 vil-
lage	 of	 Sainte-Suzanne	 is	 the	 “Gorge	 de	 Foulon”	 
(English:	 Gorge	 of	 Foulon)	 where	 there	 are	 petro-
glyphs36,	 considered	 to	 be	 of	 Taíno	 origin.	 

In	 1492	 Christopher	 Columbus	 landed	 on	 the	 eastern	 
shores	 of	 what	 is	 today	 the	 Dominican	 Republic	 and	 
the	 island	 of	 Hispaniola.	 At	 that	 time,	 there	 was	 a	 
population	 of	 about	 one	 million	 people	 living	 on	 the	 
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island	 known	 as	 the	 Taíno	 (of	 the	 Arawak	 group	 of	 
aboriginals).	 In	 the	 late	 15th	 and	 early	 16th	 centuries,	 
Columbus	 and	 the	 Spaniards	 settled	 the	 island	 and	 
within	 about	 60	 years	 following	 their	 arrival,	 wiped	 
out	 the	 Taíno	 -	 who	 were	 either	 massacred,	 enslaved	 
in	 work	 camps	 or	 otherwise	 dead	 of	 diseases	 to	 which	 
they	 had	 no	 immunity.	 A	 rare	 few	 lived	 hidden	 in	 the	 
mountains	 or	 intermarried	 with	 the	 white	 colonialists	 
and,	 later	 on,	 black,	 African	 slave	 population.	 In	 Haiti	 
very	 few	 signs	 of	 their	 people	 and	 culture	 remain	 to-
day37.

The	 approach	 to	 the	 petroglyphs	 is	 a	 short,	 easy	 hike	 
or	 drive	 from	 the	 main,	 dirt	 road	 linking	 Sainte-
Suzanne	 with	 Limonade,	 several	 kilometers	 from	 the	 
town	 centre	 of	 Sainte-Suzanne.

Rock	 carvings	 in	 the	 Gorge	 de	 Foulon	 near	 Sainte-Suzanne	 are	 considered	 
to	 be	 of	 Taíno	 origin;	 Photo	 credit:	 Author
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Fort Saint-Joseph in Fort-Liberté

The	 ruins	 of	 Fort	 Saint-Joseph	 are	 located	 about	 one	 
km	 from	 the	 centre	 of	 Fort-Liberté,	 accessible	 by	 dirt	 
road	 from	 the	 city’s	 centre.	 It	 is	 the	 ruins	 of	 a	 con-
struction	 mounted	 in	 1731	 by	 order	 of	 Louis	 XV,	 King	 
of	 France,	 as	 an	 additional	 stronghold	 and	 protection	 
against	 invasion38 .	 In	 fact,	 Fort-Liberté	 (then	 known	 as	 
Fort-Dauphin)	 was	 captured	 by	 Spanish	 forces	 in	 1794	 
before	 being	 restored	 to	 the	 French	 in	 1801	 shortly	 
before	 Haitian	 independence	 in	 1804.	 The	 fort	 and	 
cannons	 visible	 today	 reflect	 a	 combination	 of	 aes-
thetic	 genius	 and	 utility,	 although	 restoration	 work	 is	 
needed.	 There	 are	 several	 other	 ruins,	 lesser	 known,	 
spread	 out	 on	 other	 islands	 around	 the	 Bay	 near	 Fort-
Liberté.	 These	 are	 often	 accessible	 only	 by	 boat.

Fort	 Saint-Joseph	 is	 located	 about	 90	 minutes	 by	 car	 
from	 the	 Citadelle	 Lafarrière	 (largest	 citadelle	 in	 the	 
Caribbean)	 and	 the	 Sans-soucis	 palace	 in	 Milot,	 south	 
of	 Cap-Haitien.39

"Fort	 Saint	 Joseph	 In	 Fort-Liberté	 (Looking	 South)"	 by	 Nhobgood	 Nick	 
Hobgood40
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In the footsteps of Charlemagne Péralte

The	 first	 United	 States	 occupation	 of	 Haiti	 took	 place	 
in	 1915.	 During	 this	 turbulent	 time	 the	 North-East	 be-
came	 a	 stronghold	 to	 Charlemagne	 Péralte	 and	 his	 
guerrilla	 troops.	 Péralte	 played	 an	 important	 role	 in	 
the	 Haitian	 resistance	 to	 the	 American	 occupation	 
waging	 an	 effective	 guerrilla	 war	 against	 the	 US	 occu-
piers.	 He	 succeeded	 in	 establishing	 a	 provisional	 gov-
ernment	 in	 the	 North	 (today,	 the	 North-East)	 in	 1917	 
before	 he	 was	 betrayed	 and	 murdered	 by	 one	 of	 his	 
generals41 .	 The	 place	 of	 Péralte’s	 refuge	 known	 as	 
Fort	 Capois	 can	 be	 visited	 on	 foot42.

A	 picturesque	 view	 form	 the	 hike	 to	 Fort	 Capois.	 Photo	 credit:	 Author
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